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Question:

What do the Scholars of the mighty Shari’ah say regarding the case of a baligh person
who has many missed prayers and cannot remember when he reached bultgh
(adulthood). How should he calculate how many missed prayers he has? This is a very
common question and | have asked many ‘ulama’ but | haven’t received a satisfying
answer. Some say that an estimation should be made on when it was most likely that
the person became an adult and that date should be used others say it should be based
on 14 years of age. | am impressed by your work and would appreciate if you could
clear this matter.

Answer:
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Whosoever has qada’ prayers and he wishes to offer them and remembers the date
when he became baligh he should calculate them on that basis. If a person cannot
remember when he/she became baligh then precaution is in him/her calculating the
missed prayers on the basis of 9 lunar years for a girl and 12 lunar years for a boy.

Just as my master A’la Hazrat al-lmam Ahmad Rida Khan (may Allah cover him with
mercy) was asked a question in al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah about a person who has never
prayed in his life and has now passed away, then what is the state of the missed prayers
of his lifetime and is there anything that can be done to redress this and if so what is
that? So the Imam replied that if the age of bultgh cannot be remembered then for a
male the calculation should be made from 12 lunar years and for a female from 9 lunar
years. [al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah Volume 8 page 154]

From the statement of al-Fatawa al-Ridwiyyah it is known that a girl should calculate her
missed prayers from 9 lunar years and a boy should calculate his missed prayers from 12
lunar years.
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