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ETIQUETTE OF HOSPITALITY

Question:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding the
following issue: what should we do if guests visit our home? What are the
manners of hospitality?

Questioner: Qasim, UK
Answer:
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The host must take care of the following things regarding hospitality:

1. The host must himself look after the guests and not hand over the
responsibility (of looking after them) to his servants. Doing so will be emulating
the way of Sayyiduna Ibrahim (peace be upon him) as this is his way. (al-Fatawa
al-Hindiyyah)

2. If the guests are few in number, the host must have food along with them. This
is a form of politeness. He must not keep the food (in front of them) and go away.
If the guests are many in number, he must not have food along with them.
Instead, he must busy himself in serving them and taking care of them. (al-
Fatawa al-Hindiyyah)

3. After serving food, the host must time and again request the guest to have
more food but he must not urge them to do so. Urging them to have more food
may make them consume in excess and this might be harmful for them. The host
must not remain completely silent. (al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah)

4. The host must not become upset with his servants in front of the guests. If he
is well to do, he must not reduce the food for his family due to guests. (al-Fatawa
al-Hindiyyah)

5. The host must not make the guest sit with someone whom the latter does not
like. Once the guests finish eating, their hands should be washed.

(al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, vol. 5, pg. 344-345)
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri



