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IS THE QURBANI SACRIFRICE WAJIB UPON CHILDREN?

QUESTION: What do the scholars and muftis of the mighty Shari’ah say regarding the
following matter, is qurbani (sacrifice) necessary (wajib) for a child; some scholars
say that it is wajib whilst other say it is not. Which opinion is more correct, please
expand on the matter with evidence, in light of Hanafi law.

Questioner: Kabir from Sheffield, England

ANSWER:
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There is a difference of opinion amongst the Hanafis with regards to qurbani being wajib
upon a child [non-baligh]. The evident view (zahir al-riwayah) is that the qurbani is neither
wajib upon the child and neither is it wajib upon the father, on the child’s behalf. This is the
correct opinion and it is upon this that the verdict (fatwa) is given, just as it is mentioned in al-
Durr al-Mukhtar,
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“(One opinion is that) the father will offer qurbani on the child’s behalf, from his wealth, this
was affirmed in al-Hidayah. It has [also] been said that the father will not offer qurbani on
behalf of his child, this opinion has been ratified in al-Kafi, and the author said it is not
permissible for the father that he offer the sacrifice from the child’s wealth, and ibn Shihnah
gave preference to it. | say that this is the relied upon view because it is mentioned in the text
of Mawahib al-Rahman that this is the soundest opinion that the verdict is given upon”.

[al-Durr al-Mukhtar, Kitab al-Udhiyah, Volume 9, pg 524]

If the father does offer the sacrifice on the child’s behalf, from his own wealth, this is better,
just as it is mentioned in Bahar-e-Sharr'at; even though it is not wajib upon a child, it is better
to offer it.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Zameer Ahmad



