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CONSUMPTION OF MEAT SLAUGHTERED BY A JEW

QUESTION:

What do the scholars and muftis of the noble Shari’ah say regarding the
following matter; is it permissible for Muslims to consume meat
slaughtered by a Jew?

Questioner: Tayyib from England

ANSWER:
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If a Jew from the Ahl al-Kitab (People of the Book) slaughters (an animal) by
pronouncing the Name of Allah ¥, then it is permissible to eat such meat. The
meat of animals slaughtered by the Ahl al-Kitab is permissible for Muslims, as
Allah ¥ states in the Noble Qur’an:
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Translation: “This day [all] good foods have been made lawful, and the food of
those who were given the Scripture is lawful for you and your food is lawful for
them.” [Surah al-Ma’idah, verse no. 5]

The word fa’am (food) in this verse means slaughtered animal. It is stated in
Tafsir Khazin:
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Translation: “...and the food of those who were given the Scripture is lawful for
you,” means, the animals slaughtered by the Ahl al-Kitab have been made lawful
for you, and they (Ahl al-Kitab) are Jews and Christians.” [Tafsir al-Khazin, vol. 1,
pg. 467-468]

It is stated in al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah:

(5385 S ) Aasi Al fraleg g5 31 B Al i Al AL 8 A1 1) el AS3 O Lad) 3
) 283 4 s 313 caliually a8 4y M UGdd N8 &) A 38 43) 1o Jady 02h 4de g a3 ASY
J855 1 518 Sl adle anaal) 325 36 Ay o AT a5 4
Translation: “The meat slaughtered by a person from the Ahl al-Kitab must be

eaten even if: (a) a Muslim was not present at the time of slaughtering the
animal; (b) the Muslim did not listen to what he uttered; or, (c) if the Muslim was



present and he only heard the name of Allah #* from him. If the Muslim did not
hear anything from the kitabi (a person from the Ahl al-Kitab), it will be assumed-
by having a good opinion of him as it is done with a Muslim—that he has
pronounced the name of Allah #%. If the Muslim heard the Name of Allah # from
the kitabi but the latter used the word “Allah” for the Messiah, even then the meat
is to be eaten.” [al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, vol. 5, pg. 285]

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shari’at: “The meat slaughtered by a kitabi will be
considered halal (permissible) when it was slaughtered in front of a Muslim and it
is known that he has pronounced the Name of Allah # during slaughtering. If he
pronounces the name of Sayyiduna ‘Isa (peace be upon him) and the Muslim
knows this, then it is haram (forbidden). It is also halal when the animal was not
slaughtered in front of a Muslim and it is not known what was pronounced during
slaughtering.” [Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 3, part 15, pg. 313]

This permissibility is when the kitabis are upon Judaism or Christianity. If they
have become atheists, consuming meat slaughtered by them is impermissible,
even if they pronounce the Name of Allah # before slaughtering. Jews, up to this
day and age, slaughter meat. However, we do not know if they pronounce the
Name of Allah # or not. Thus, it is better to abstain from meat slaughtered by
them. As far as the Christians are concerned, according to them, there is no
concept of slaughtering. Every Muslim living in the UK is aware of this fact. This
has been the case since a long time. Our predecessors have also written in their
books that there is no concept of meat slaughtering according to the Christians.

It is mentioned in Bahar-e Shari'at: “This permissibility is when the kitabis are
upon Judaism or Christianity. If they only call themselves Jews or Christians but
have become Naturalists or Atheists, as is the case with most of the Christians in
this age, then they cannot be married or meat slaughtered by them cannot be
eaten. Moreover, there is no concept of slaughtering according to them.” [Bahar-
e Shari’at, vol. 2, part 7, pg. 31]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri

Translated by the SeekersPath Team



