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Despite their name, cuttlefish are not fish but molluscs.
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The Tattler, Serrano’s phoebe, is a member of the Sea Bass or

Serranidae Family. The Serranidae are a large family of fishes.
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RULING ON OCTUPUS, CUTTLEFISH, SHRIMP & TATTLER
& sy o aall g 5 slall g dbranl
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state
regarding the following issue: as we know, Fish is Halaal (allowed to eat),
other than this which other sea animals are Halaal. Are Octopus, Cuttlefish
and Shrimp Halaal? Also, what is the ruling on Tattler and Shellfish? Could
you also explain regarding crabs as well?

Questioner: Mawlana Junaid Yusuf Qadiri from Italy
ANSWER:

asa ) Caa ) A s
Gl gaall g Bl I aglll a3l Sdal) ¢ 2 sl

Other than fish every other animal in the sea is (Haraam) forbidden for us to eat.
Only fish is permissible to eat. Normally those animals which have not been
slaughtered but died naturally they are forbidden for us to eat.

However, fish which has died naturally is Halaal for us to eat as the Beloved
Prophet akss e & s has stated:

n 3530y & AT (e U edair. 0 Al 4t G0 e b Jg) & e oo dilae Ge

Translation: "On the Authority of Abdullah bin Umar e 4l =) that the
Messenger of Allah aks; e & Ll said:

"2 dead things have been made Halaal for us Fish (Whale) and locusts."
(1321848, el (liadl aua b aale 0l (i)

And those fish died without being hunted found upside on the sea, these are also
forbidden for us to eat. As noted in Fatawah Ridawiyyah:

487 (g 408 LalA A ) AT 2250 o 3ad) die AT Bl add ASH B Gty o300
" 2\_"‘ YA \j\
Translation: "All animals which live in the sea are forbidden (for us) to eat except

fish as it is Halaal to eat fish. Except such a fish which died and is floating in the
sea."
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According to my research Octopus is not classified as a fish rather it is not a fish
but another sea animal. Hence it is NOT Halaal (for us) to consume it.

Likewise, Cuttlefish is a sea animal, even though their name contains the word
fish, cuttlefish are not fish.

As researchers have cited: "Despite their name, cuttlefish are not fish but
molluscs.”

From an evolution viewpoint, Cuttlefish is a close relative of Octopus and from a
scientific stand/viewpoint, Cuttlefish is regarded as being a part of the same
family as the octopus. Therefore (we) are not allowed to eat either of them.

Shrimp is a type of C?\-\-'«A (Prawn) and regarding Ci-ueé there is a difference of
opinion as to whether it is a fish or not and due to this there is difference in it
being Halaal or Haraam to consume.

The correct view is that @-ueé is a fish and it is Halaal to consume it, however it is
better to avoid from eating it.

A'la Hazrat considers S to be a type of fish however he (A'la Hazrat) knows
that it is better to not eat it. As mentioned in Fatawah Ridawiyyah, "According to
those who consider &-&P t0 not be a type of fish, it should be Haraam for them

to consume it, however Faqir has found in the books of language and books of
medicine and books about the knowledge of animals that with agreement /joint

opinion that specifically it is cited that S is a fish, As stated in Qaamoos:
".JJJJ\S Seaw ‘).uﬁl_i OLHJ\Y\"
Translation: " o ¥ with a kasrah is a fish like worms."

(YYO /¥ ome ) ihiae ol )l Jemd glgll il Jamall o saldll)
[3370= 207 ~sa 5 518]

Also at another place A'la Hazrat states, those people who consider %> as a
fish they say it is Halaal to consume because according to us all types of fish are
Halaal (to consume) whereas those who consider %> not a fish state that it is
Haraam to consume because other than fish all other sea animals according to
us are Haraam to eat. It is better to avoid in these cases.



Next, Tattler is a type of fish and it also resembles (looks like) a fish and
experts/specialists of @)5\-1-»1\ state:

"The Tattler, Serrano’s phoebe, is a member of the Sea Bass or Serranidae
Family. The Serranidae are a large family of fishes."

Hence Tattler Fish is Halaal. Crab and Shellfish are sea creatures however they
are not Halaal because according to us every sea creature other than fish is
Haraam to eat, like A'la Hazrat has stated that the place of research is that our
religion classifies all types of sea animals other than fish, generally as Haraam.

ol i3 e (Maf A a5 02508 Aol Alg s el i Al g
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Bilal Shabir.



