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The usage alcohol in food ingredients

ATU\ J}UGJ;?M\}ULAU.&M\
QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Is it permissible to eat foods which say there is alcohol
inside them as an ingredient, and that actually contain alcohol as well,
though one does not lose consciousness from it. Is there also a difference
of opinion among the Hanafi Imams with regards to alcohol? Please kindly
bless with proofs also.

Questioner: Saajid and Aamir from U.K.

ANSWER:
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It is not halal to eat such foods which contain alcohol because it is haram to drink
alcohol. If this alcohol is made from khamr i.e. wine (in other words, extracted from
grapes), then it is agreed that even just a drop of this type of alcohol is najas and
haram [impure and unlawful], and whatever contains it [as an ingredient] is also
haram to consume. However, if it has been made from another kind of alcohol,
then according to Imam Muhammad, it is also haram to drink, even if it is only of a
small amount, as well as whatever contains it [as an ingredient], even if it
constitutes to such a small amount that one does not lose consciousness, and this
[opinion] is what the fatwa [i.e. legal verdict] is upon. Just as it is stated in Durr
Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar,
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“Imam Muhammad stated that the other types of alcohol are also haram’, which
are made from honey, fig or from the likes of these. The author mentioned that

‘unrestrictedly’, meaning be it of a large amount or small, ‘and the fatwa [legal
verdict] is upon this’. It is this what Zayla’t and other scholars have mentioned.”

‘Allamah Shamr states with regards to this,
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“‘Meaning, the fatwa [legal verdict] is of Imam Muhammad,; this is the opinion of the
three Imams?.”

He then states further on that,
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“Meaning, many scholars other than Imam Zayla'mt have given the fatwa upon the
opinion of Imam Muhammad, such as the author of Multaga, the author of
Mawahib, the author of Kifayah, the author of Nihayah, the author of Mi’raj, the
author of Sharh al-Majma’, the author of Sharh Durar al-Bihar, Quhustant, ‘Allamah
‘Ayni, etc. They said that the fatwa in our time is upon Iméam Muhammad, due to
there being more of a likelihood of controversy.”

[Durr Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar, vol 6, pg 448]

There are many proofs of Imam Muhammad’s opinion; that the most part of
whichever alcohol causes intoxication, a small amount of it is also haram, just as
it is mentioned in the blessed Hadtth,
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“It is narrated from Sayyiduna Jabir that the Noble Prophet £ stated that, ‘If a large
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amount of anything causes intoxication, a small amount of it is unlawful.
[Sunan Abt Dawid, Hadith no 3681]

Likewise, this is stated in Tirmidh1? and this very Hadith is present in Sunan Nasa't
with a different chain of narration;
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“The Noble Prophet # stated that, “What intoxicates in large amounts, a small
amount of it is unlawful.”

[Sunan Nasa'l, Hadith 5607]

Li.e. The three Imams of the four, meaning other than Imam Abu Hanifah; so Imam
Malik, Imam Shafi'Tand Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal - may Allah # be pleased with them
and shower countless mercies upon them.

2 Also present in Sunan Ibn Majah.
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Haider Ali



