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Is it permissible to kill insects?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of the Din and muftis of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Is it permissible to kill insects for a valid reason?

Questioner: Waseem from Birmingham (England)

ANSWER:
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Yes, it is permissible to kill them in order to gain benefit or remove harm. As it is stated
in Bada'i’ wa al-Sana’’;
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“There is no harm in killing harmful land animals like rats, snakes, scorpions, etc. In
fact, there is no harm in killing all earthly animals.”

[Bada'i’ wa al-Sana'’i’, vol 2, pg 196]

It is mentioned in Bahar-e-Sharrat that there is no problem in killing the following:
Scorpions, snakes, rats, bandicoots, moles, biting dogs, fleas, mosquitos, leeches,
turtles, crabs, moths, biting ants, flies, lizards, wasps as well as all land animals like
badgers, foxes, and jackals. If these animals attack or those animals that have an
attacking [i.e. predatory] nature like tigers, cheetahs and leopards.

[Bahar-e-Sharrat, vol 1, part 6, pg 1183]
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Answered by Mufti Qasim Zia al-Qadri
Translated by Hamza Hussain



