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Can the body parts be washed more than thrice in Wudu’?
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QUESTION:

What do the scholars of Islam and Jurists of the Sacred Law state regarding
the following issue: Can a person wash their body parts more than three
times in Wudu’ if there is a doubt as to whether they have been washed
properly or not?



Questioner: Abdullaah from England, U.K.
ANSWER:
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If one repeatedly has doubt again and again, then this is a Waswasah [whisper of
the Devil] hence one should not pay any attention to this; the body parts should be
washed only three times - one should not do so more than this as this is akin to
the wastage of water. And washing more than thrice with the intention of reward is
Makrah Tahrimt [majorly & prohibitively disliked], and if the one performing Wudd’
[minor ritual ablution] is doing so with the water of a Masjid or Madrasah [Mosque
or Muslim seminary] and does so more than thrice, then this is impermissible.

Just as it is stated in Durr Mukhtar alongside Radd al-Muhtar,
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‘Washing more than three times is wastage, even if it is in a stream and the water
is owned by the one using it. Whereas, if the water from which one is attained
purity is donated and from it is the water of a Madrasah, then this is Haram
[unlawful], and to use more water than one’s need is wastage.’

[Durr Mukhtar & Radd al-Muhtar, vol. 1, p. 132]
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Answered by Muftt Qasim Ziya al-Qadirt
Translated by Haider Ali



